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Clackwise from above: The gondola of Club
Mad Sahoro in Hokkaido; a pint-sized ski
lasson; the author and her family, mid=Club
Med holiday. Opposite, top left: Candy Land is
apen for businass!
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RE WE REALLY GOING to Club Med?” my best
A friend asked. On the cusp of my third visit to Club Med
Hokkaido (and her first), | was undoubtedly a convert.

Later, | met another friend for lunch. She'd just skied in
Changbaishan, northeast China. “Why didn't you say?™ she
whispered. “Say what?" | whispered back. We were on the 75th
floor of Merdeka 118, lunching in the hushed surrounds of the
Park Hyatt Kuala Lumpur.

“That it would be S0 easy, and so great!”

Like me, she’d spent months mentally prepping her
husband for the imminent Club Med visit: the daily shows,
buffet meals, and chirpy G.0Os. The kids would love it, but our
grumpy husbands used to their own space..different story.
She’d even mapped out alternative escapes nearby just in case.

Ski holidays with children are no easy feat. Besides flights
and accommaodation, one has to rent gear, schedule lessons, get
lift passes, plan transport to the mountain, meals and family-
friendly apres ski. And let's not forget the workout it takes to
get kids into ski gear daily.

S0, when [ visited Club Med Kiroro Grand in 2022 with
my then eight-year-old, | experienced something new. It was
peace, and even pockets of loneliness. It was the magic of Club
Med; my daughter had the time of her life.

I sold it to my husband. “Imagine dropping them off to
the Mini Club at 8:30 a.m., us having a coffee before hitting
the mountain. The kids will learn to ski happily with friends,
we check in on them at lunch, then at 4:30 p.m. we pick them
up. Quality time over dinner, watch the show, bedtime, repeat.
We'll have an actual holiday.”

With our kids currently aged 10 and four, a Club Med ski
holiday was the answer. The peace of mind that comes with
everything so conveniently taken care of is unbeatable. The
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only decision to make was if | wanted to onsen before or after
dinner. I could ski, sanity intact.

[ thoroughly researched the three ski-in, ski-out, kid-
friendly Club Meds in Hokkaido. In the east, the newest, in
Kiroro, an area said to have more powder per season than
Niseko, averaging 21 metres! With 266 rooms, it felt pretty
grand. But everyone is there over the winter.

West of central Hokkaido there’s Club Med Tomamu, which
opened in 2018. There's more to do in the vicinity, but [ didn't
like the look of the neighbours: 30-storey towers right next to the
mountain. Reviews had mentioned that the 341-room hotel was
very spread out, with long walks between facilities.

[ settled on Club Med Sahoro, a 177-room property in
the Shintoku region. Guests praised the cosiness, genuine
ski-in, ski-out setup, and Mount Sahoro’s groomed runs. It was
uncrowded, they said, untouched. Exactly what | needed to
hear. The final bit of apprehension was because Sahoro was
Club Med’s first foray into Japan, opened in 1987.

The day finally arrived and we checked in smoothly. At
40-ish square metres, our Family Deluxe Room didn't feel too
compact; we had a king-sized bed and the two kids on the
tatami, and ample storage space to hide away six days’ worth of
clothing and ski gear for four. It certainly didn't feel old—they'd
refreshed in 2019. »
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WHERE MEANINGFUL FAMILY
MOMENTS UNFOLD

Mestled in the heart of Nusa Dua, the exclusive Conrad Family Suite offers a

thoughtfully crafted haven for an elevated staycation.

Expansive living spaces, plush bedding, and bespoke amenities ensure every

detail caters to both parents and little ones alike. Offering a refined retreat

to create cherished family memories.

Discover more at www._conradbali.com or email Bali.Resarvations@ConradHotals.com

Jalan Pratama 168 Tanjung Benoa, Tanjung Benoa Bali, B0363 Indoneasia -
Phone +1 (612) 499-2387




FAMILY SPECIAL

Our rentals sorted and everyone signed up for skiing
lessons, we had a lavish buffet dinner at The Daichi before
watching our first Club Med performance. My son, Django,
was entranced.

In the following days, he would be up on stage in various
roles. My daughter made new friends from Hong Kong,
Melbourne and Bangkok. My husband and | would frantically
catch each other's eye and physically bat candy out of our
children’s reach when all the kids went amok because the hotel
declared "Candy Land"” open one night. | would have one of
the best massages of my life at the spa. My son's ski instructor
would corner me on the dance floor of The Wakka to show me
videos of him skiing. One evening, we all ran out in the snow
in the pitch-black alpine night without jackets and boots just
to see how cold it was. We would fall into a routine, everyone
comfortable, well-rested, adequately exercised, and mentally
stimulated.

Coming away happy, my husband declared that for the first
time in a decade, he had visibly improved his ski technique. My
kids hummed the Club Med Sahoro ditty daily.

Two days after we left, my friend texted me, suggesting
spring ski in France. “I have a better idea,” I told her.

And that's how I found myself with two new converts and
six kids, locked in for our next all-inclusive trip. @&

One of thosa Kids |18 ours.
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MOREALL-IN FAMILY STAYS

| SHINTAMANI MUSTANG

= NEPAL

For a jaw-dropping, bucket-list
axperiance, this 29-suite, Bill
Bensley-designad rasort
snuggled up close to the

. Himalayan peaks, perched in the
mountainous ragion of Lower
Mustang, is it. Your personal
Bensley Adventure Butler curates
private excursions and activities
based on your family's appeatite,
ba it trekking, biking. spa or cultural discoverias.
shintamani.com; from US5850 per person, per night

— A ANANTARA KOH YAD YAI
THAILAND

In Southarn Thailand's stunning
Phang Nga Bay, Anantara Koh Yao
Yai offers an aasy tropical beach
ascape for all, with all-inclusive
packages availabla, children
under 12 dining frea with adults
and one of the largest kids' clubs
in the region. A 30-minute
speadboat from Phuket, Yao Yai
retains a secluded, untouched
charm far removed from its neighbour's hustla. Thirty
kilometres long and minimally developed, its appeal lies
in pristine baaches framed with coconut palms and
rustic fishing villages, whilst Anantara fills in all the
luxuries. anantara.com; doubles from USS842 per night

[ MUTIARA LAUT, RAJA
AMPAT

INDONESIA

Island-hopping takes on a whola
new maaning when you explore
Indonesia's Raja Ampat islands on
the Mutiara Laut, a luxurious
two-mast teakwood phinisi
schooner. More than 1,500 islands
 are scatterad through the
aquamarina waters of West
Papua, part of the “Coral Triangle,”
an area that boasts the richeast marine biodiversity on
the planet, with untouched coves and fina sandy
baaches backing onto towering limestone karsts. You'll
sail gantly through thea islands, snorkealling, diving and
swimming at your own pace, while the crew keeps
things anboard impeaccable. mutiaralaut.com; cabins
fram USS5,950 for a sevan=-night salling

WILD COAST TENTED LODGE
SAILANKA

Wild Coast Tanted Lodge sits on
the rugged adge of Yala National
Park, where the luxuriant bush
gives way to the Indian Ocean,
offaring front-row saats to both.
The tarm "glamping” does these
luxury accommodations no

justice, as each canvas cocoon
comes with all the mod-cons
ineluding air conditioning,
four-poster beds, hardwood floors and plush furnishings.
Spot lecpards, sloth bears, elephants, and innumearable
peaacocks on the daily included game drives, and don't
forget to take tea in the jungle. resplendentceyion.com;
doubles from USS1,410 per night
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